
Dealing with abortion
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FALL lS THE TIME of year that you get to see the result
of all of the planning and hard work that went into
setting up the breeding season.

By having your veterinarian come and perform
pregnancy checks and give you estimating breeding
dates, you will be able to plan for the following spring.
But what happens when everything doesn't go as

planned ?

what if you have issues with infertility and/or
abortion? There are several diseases that can have an
impact on bovine reproduction.

Bacterial infections including Leptospirosis and
Campylobacter, Parasitic infections such as Neospora,
and Viral infections including IBR and BVD.

There are also factors, such as the incidence of
twinning, that can play a role as well. Should you be
so unfortunate to encounter abortion in your herd, it
is important to keep track of these events and attempt
to identify the cause - this information may aid in the
prevention of further abortions and also affect your
culling decisions.

so, what is the first thing you should do? Call your
veterinarian right away to discuss the case and deter-
mine if any samples need to be submitted to the lab.
He or she may want to submit the entire fetus/placen-
ta or if that is not an option, collect the appropriate
blood sampfes.

lf submitting the fetus and placenta to the lab, it
should be packaged up carefully and quickly for imme-
diate shipment. Keep the fetus coof but do not freeze
it (unless it was found already frozen, in which case,

keep it that way) and wrapped in plastic to prevent
leakage or further contamination. Do not try to wash

off any dirt.
The veterinarian and the lab will request an accurate
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history of the herd when working up an abortion case

the better your records, the more likely an answer
will be found ! This includes the purchase of any new
animals, the current vaccination status of the herd,
and of the cow's reproductive history.

Certain types of abortion tend to occur at particular
times during the gestation of the pregnancy. Here is a

simple chart to help you to estimate at what stage of
gestation the abortion occurred:

There are several management tools that can be
used to try to avoid the impact that reproductive dis-
eases can have on your herd. These include breeding
soundness examinations for bulls, targeted culling de-
cisions, and vaccination protocols.

Having a discussion with your herd veterinarian
about what tools are best for you and your cows is a
great first step in achieving an effective preventative
health program. 0
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