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FALL CAN BE A busy time of year on a cow-calf farm.."

pregnancy exaffis, castration, dehorning, vaccination

and deworming are some of the tasks that frequently
occur in the fall.

Take a closer look at those heifer calves as they are

coming through the chute, because it is time start
scoping out your replacements. Here are a few tips to
optimize the use of your own replacements and maximize

their lifetime productivity.
Selection should begin early: By six to eight months of

age you can begin to pick out who the best calves are.

Cetting a ju*p on feeding these calves will pay off down
the line.

# Conf,ormation counts: Selecting animals with good

feet and legs, an appropriate frame shape and size is
very important.

Select heifers that are of substantial size and weight -
these are likely to be healthy and to have come from

cows that are good milkers. They are also more likely to
reach the targeted weight for first breeding discussed

below.

That being said, bigger isn't always better - excessive

size may lead to increased birth weight/issues with
dystocia (difficult birth) when these heifers calve for the
first time.

r+# Review dam necords: Key factors to consider are

milk production, udder shape, history of dystocia, feet
and legs, and productive longevity within the herd. In

purebred herds, reviewing these records will also assist

in sire selection.

Select '! O-20 pe!' cent snore animals than what
you think you will need:

It is important to select based on performance but be

able to cull based on reproductive success. Culling
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Conformation counts in choosing heifers whs will eventually

becorne mature cows

heifers that have reduced fertility is very important.
Use all preventative health techniques to keep these

replacements healthy: Ensure proper identification,
vaccination (lBR, BVD, BRSV and Pl3), dehorning,

deworming, and balanced nutrition.

+ Feed lrer rlght: Nutritional requirernents include a

balanced ration and a feeding rate to achieve an average

daily gain of I to 1.slbs/day. This rate is necessary in

order for her to reach the targeted size at first breeding

65 per cent of her estimated mature body weight.

Being too small or too big can reduce fertility in both
heifers and cows. Many heifers have not reached puberty
by 15 months of age, however this is generally related
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directly to the plane of nutrition that
they have been fed.

Most heifers will be cycling by the
time they reach 55 per cent of the

estimated mature body weight. lf your
average cow weighs 1 100lbs this

equates to puberty and first breeding

at approximately 7 1 slbs.

Booster vaccines before breeding:

Discuss your vaccination protocol with
your veterinarian. lmmunity from

vaccination does not last forever and

must be boostered on a regular basis. lf

using a modified live vaccine, calves are

done at 6 months of dge, immediately

prior to breeding and then not again

until after first calving. lf a heifer does

not calve until 30 nnonths of age, she

will gone two years without a vaccination
leaving her at a high risk!

qt* Sire selection: lt is prudent to
select a sire for your heifers that has a

history of calving ease.

Attention to body condition: lt is

sometimes optirnal to feed pregnant

heifers separate from the mature cow

herd. Ybu must consider that a pregnant

heifer is still growing and her calf is also

growing. A reduced energy intake in
the pre-calving period tends to result

in difficult births and weak-born calves,

not to mention reduced fertility in the
following breeding season.

Attention to detail and good records

will go a long way to assist you in the

process of choosing replacement

heifers. Successful selection will ensure

a profitable and productive future for
your herd. @


