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WITH THE COLD WTATHER looming and many
cattle moving indoors for the winter, now is a

good opportunity to discuss your winter parasite
control with a veterinarian.

The types of parasites affecting beef cattle can be
separated into two categories. Externaf parasites, such
as lice, mange mites, and flies, affect the skin and eyes.

Internal prrasites, such as roundworms and lungworms,
affect the internal organs.

All parasites have the potential to negatively impact
the animal's health. They will reduce feed efficiency,
decrease average daily gain, weaken the immune
system, and in more severe cases, can cause diarrhea,
anemia, and respiratory problems.

However; without any obvious signs of disease, how..do

you know if a parasite problem exists on your farm?

First, let's consider lice, the most common external
parasite affecting beef cattle. With our cool climate
from November to March, cattle adapt by growing a

nice thick coat of hair, a perfect environment in which
lice can thrive. lf you notice your cattle rubbing,

scratching, and licking instead of eating
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Louse eggs (or nits) glued to the hairs. This image was

copied from the online Merck Veterinary Manual.

and lying, you need to get up

Heavy infestations can also

damage to the hide.

For lice, the ideal areas to examine are the head, neck,

brisket, tail switch, and back. These are all areas that the
animal cannot easily lick or scratch to remove the lice.

Using a comb and a flashlight, part the hair in

these areas and count the number of lice. lf there
are less than 10 in a four inch area, this would be

considered a minirnal infestation. Over 50 is a heavy

infestation. The photos included nicely display what
to look for.

Count lice in at least five different locations to get

close for a good look.

lead to hair loss and
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which are glued

skin surface. They are pale, gray-white
in color, and can be easily missed on

light-haired cattle.

Unfortunately, a visual inspection will

not reveal internal parasites. A micro-

scopic examination of the feces, other-
wise known as a "fecal float", is the best
way to detect an internal worm burden.
Although these par.asites are present
throughout the pasture season, by late

fall they will exist in higher numbers

within the digestive tract of your cat-

tle. This is why some calves may appear
unthrifty or light by the end of the
grazing season. While these worms are

chewing away at the digestive tract,
they are also shedding eggs into the
feces. lt is these eggs that can be

detected using a microscope.

Before deciding to treat with an

endectocide, you might want to bring a

mixed fecal sample into your vet clinic

for a fecal float. Fresh fecal sarnples

should be collected from livestock from

pasture or, preferably, per rectum using

plastic gloves (which may be inverted to
act as a receptacle after sample

collection). Samples should be collected

from a minimum of l0 animals to account

for the typical high individual variation in
numbers of eggs shed. Samples can be

combined after thorough mixing to
enable examination of a single herd

cornposite sample.

For the most accurate assessment,

collect feces from the youngest cattle
on the farm, since their egg counts are

much higher than that of adults. lt is

advisable to repeat this procedure a

month after you treat the cattle to
determine if the endectocide was

effective. Resistance to endectocides
is becoming a major concern. A prod-
uct you have been using for years may

not be as effective as it once was.

On farms with moderate to heavy

parasite loads, it is important
to treat the entire herd, other-
wise untreated animals may

continue the cycle of infec-
tion. There are two main types
of endectocides, short-acting
and long-acting. Most prod-
ucts that are given orally are

short-acting, hence repeated

doses are required.

Most of the pour-ons and

injectables are long-acting and

although they are more costly,
they do not need to be admin-
istered as frequently. There
are also topical products avail-

able that will only treat lice. lf
the internal parasite burden
on your farm is low, all that
may be required is a topical
lice treatment a va rious inter-
vals throughout the winter.

Also keep in mind that the
environrnent and nutrition of
cattle will d ictate the success

of an endectocide treatment.
Cattle in excellent body condi-
tion will have a stronger
immune system response to
parasites. Likewise, a clean,

dry,well-bedded barn will help
minimize lice infestations to
begin with.

In summary, it is important
to regularly discuss your para-
site prevention strategy with

Bf ue-gray sucking lice and their $ay eggs on
the tail switch, This image was copied from the
online Merck Veterinary Manual.
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Microscopic image of worm eggs from a fecal
float in cattle. This image was copied from
the online Merck Veterinary Manual.

your veterinarian. The product choice on

each farm may be different, depending on the
management style and parasite presence.

Simply using the same product every year is

not good enough anymore. There has to be

some monitoring done and some rotation of
product to help prevent resistance and main-

tain healthier cattle. 0

an accurate

also look for
assessment. You can
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to the hair near the
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